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A colorful sock is looking 
for its match. It believes it 
will never be worn unless 
it is part of a pair. 
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             Early Math Project

A Pair of Socks 
Will the red and blue sock ever find its match?         
Topics:  matching, comparisons 

Math Connections: You can use the book A Pair of 
Socks to introduce comparing and matching objects. While 
reading the book together, ask your child to predict whether 
each sock found is a match. Practice naming the colors 
and identifying the patterns on the socks. Talk about what it 
means to match and the different ways things can match.  

Your child can practice matching with toys or 
household items. For example, your child could 
match spoons and forks when putting silverware 
away. They can help match socks for the family 
during laundry time. Children can find pairs of shoes 
that match. Children can also match toys by color 
such as blocks or toy cars. What other things can 
your child match?  

Extension Questions:

1. What does it mean to match? What are 
some examples of things that match?  

2. Two of something make a pair. You 
have two eyes that are a pair. Two 
mittens are a pair. What else makes a 
pair? 

3. When sorting laundry how do you 
know which socks go together?  

4. When matching shoes, 
what can you look at 
to know if they 
match? 



                	

Spanish Title: Not 
available. 

Related Books: Three 
Little Firefighters by 
Stuart J. Murphy; Sorting 
at the Market by Tracey 
Steffora 

Vocabulary for 
Building Math 

Concepts

match, not far, pair

Vocabulary for 
Extending 

Math Concepts

comparing, sorting

Vocabulary for 
Reading 

Comprehension

 fluffy, grimy, puffy, slimy, stinky, sudsy

Age Level Related Preschool Foundations and 
CA State Standards

Infant/Toddler Problem Solving The developing ability to engage 
in a purposeful effort to reach a goal or figure out 
how something works. 
Classification The developing ability to group, sort, 
categorize, connect, and have expectations of 
objects and people according to their attributes.

Preschool/TK Algebra and Functions 1.0  Children begin to 
sort and classify objects in their everyday 
environment. 
Mathematical Reasoning 1.1 Begin to apply 
simple mathematical strategies to solve problems in 
their environment.

Kindergarten Measurement and Data K.MD.1 Describe and 
compare measurable attributes.
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Early Math Project Resources:                                         
Sock Sort (English) 
Sock Sort (Spanish) 

Online Resources:
Math Start Activities

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/documents/itfoundations2009.pdf%23page=87
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/documents/itfoundations2009.pdf%23page=95
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/documents/preschoollf.pdf%23page=166
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/documents/preschoollf.pdf%23page=172
http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/documents/ccssmathstandardaug2013.PDF#page=20
https://89225d1d-d7eb-4359-a9c1-0464de46be4e.filesusr.com/ugd/77455d_cdefa469c5d84d25a7eb7a72fb55c18c.pdf
https://89225d1d-d7eb-4359-a9c1-0464de46be4e.filesusr.com/ugd/77455d_b625469c5c914bb3aa6afaf0f5aacf3c.pdf
https://www.mathstart.net/a-pair-of-socks.html
https://89225d1d-d7eb-4359-a9c1-0464de46be4e.filesusr.com/ugd/77455d_cdefa469c5d84d25a7eb7a72fb55c18c.pdf
https://89225d1d-d7eb-4359-a9c1-0464de46be4e.filesusr.com/ugd/77455d_b625469c5c914bb3aa6afaf0f5aacf3c.pdf
https://www.mathstart.net/a-pair-of-socks.html

